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KENNEBUNK — Seventh
grade students from the Middle
School of the Kennebunks
waded through the Mousam
River Friday looking for inva-
sive species to aid the Gulf of
Maine Research Institute in col-
lecting data on Maine rivers.

“We're looking for all differ-
ent things,” said Colby
Kingston, 12, as she sifted
through contents on a net with
her classmates, “but specifically
an invasive type of crayfish.”

Kingston and her classmates

had been learning about Maine
rivers and invasive species all
week. Science teacher Mike
Denniston led the class and
three others into the field to
gather data for a future online,
interactive project with Maine
scientists.

“We are working with stu-
dents and scientists across the
state to collect data about inva-
sive species,” said Vital Signs
Program Coordinator Sarah
Morrisseau of the Gulf of
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Austin Weigle,
a seventh grade
studerit at fhe
Middle School
of the
Kennebunks,
looks for inva-
sive species in
the Mousam
River in
Kennebunk with
classmates from
Mike
Denniston’s sci-
ence class on

Friday.
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Maine Research Institute Friday
at the site. “Because we have
very few scientists in the state,
they (students) can really be the
eyes and ears for us.”

Vital Signs coordinates with
seventh and eighth grade stu-
dents and scientists to collect
and analyze environmental

| data throughout freshwater and

coastal ecosystems in Maine,
according to Morrisseau. The
program has been in develop-

~ment for six years.

The institute hosted a

' teacher training program over

the summer and worked with
14 educators from across the
state. Denniston was the first
of the group to get students out
into the field, Morrisseau said.
Denniston has been taking
his classes outdoors every
year, but this is the first he has
teamed up with the Vital signs

| program. He hopes to take stu-

dents back out in the spring to
test a different location.

Denniston and Morrisseau
hope to get youth excited
about science. If students can
envision themselves in a job,
they may pursue it, Morrisseau
said. ¢

“We’re surveying every-
thing and learning how to use
the equipment,” said Austin
Cressey, 12, Friday on the
bank of the Mousam River.
“It’s pretty interesting.”

Denniston said he has been
impressed with the data stu-
dents collect, and looks for-
ward to expanding the pro-
gram. He also plans to utilize
the laptops, with which sev-
enth graders are provided, to
post their data online and
interact with scientists
throughout the state.

— For more information
about the program visit

- www.gmri.org/education/vital-

signs. Staff Writer Robyn
Burnham can be contacted by
calling 282-1535, Ext. 329, or
via e-mail at
rburnham@gwi.net.





