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LabVenture! Evaluation Reinforces Educational Impact -
A third-party evaluation conducted by Lesley University’s
Program Evaluation and Research Group demonstrates that
GMRI’s LabVenture! program is positively impacting science
teaching and learning across Maine.

Since 2006, more than 31,000 5th and 6th graders from every
county in Maine have participated in LabVenture!. Feedback
collected from a cross-section of participants reveals extraordinary
value in the opportunity for hands-on, collaborative, student-
driven learning. Exposure to research scientists and the laboratory
and tools also received high marks. A majority of teachers
believed that students gained new investigative skills, increased
their knowledge about the Gulf of Maine, and gained an interest
in future science careers as a result of LabVenture!.

(My students had) energy, enthusiasm, a high level of
excitement and focus! They universally loved touching and
examining the fish specimen. They had the feeling of being
scientists.”

“Our students would not have the opportunity to visit such a
center in our rural area. To get this type of hands-on experience
with such technology is such an amazing opportunity for them.
There is no way to duplicate what the center has to offer in
our classroom.”

“Special needs students had a chance to shine.”
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This formal evaluation is an important step toward GMRI’s goal
of transforming the science and career aspirations of Maine
students. The results validate the extraordinary investment by
numerous individuals, businesses, and foundations to make this
program available free of charge. We now know LabVenture!
fulfills our vision of piquing students’ interest in locally relevant
science concepts, fostering their development of problem-solving
skills, and connecting them with world-class scientists as career
role models.

It is a way to engage students in science. Many students don’t
like science before they attend but when they return 90% of them
love science.”

'2291-82¢ (L02) 10
BiouwbBpyes| 1e yesq 1oeod> ases|d
‘A||esiuoi1os[®  19119[SMBU  INO SAIBIBL O]
‘o3sem Jaded aonpas o1 Bupom aie app

JyHEN 6002 B 1 PRORIMOD
31 BLlEv N0 o 01 33 530 7080 U 10 47 41 5 U O 0 0% $GPU BRI X0 10038 U O

ssqunuosds
RS BTELIE S3T9SR 8} SADRUNEIE
‘euenuoo o) e Jo peuas eumyin) vonEnouul

419 o o samag

woneaye0
98 Bunsind w saususy pueBuS e 1555
1 *5018 puojzuasey i Buueued 51 AD
Pooeos ajeu s

wmsoxs
05 srssso0e frssenun
4 50010 01 S1uSDNIs puE
50 Buryom 51 LEIS DD

ofous sy g ol
3660 puoay IseLoN o) o 6o
el e KIS 40 oo

oo vopnp3 e
2In3pIsu| Yoaeasay
BUIBIN O HND .

jauluQ °|qejieAy Mo s! sbuipi
10 S mmm

10110 SUIRIN ‘puepIod
1921 [BIOIQWILO)) ()SE

‘Ajlunwiwio)) "uoiedNpP3 *9dULIdG

91N}ISuU| Yoieasay
SUIBIAl JO JIND  eee,

3/4/09 4:56:55 PM



