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LabVenture! Evaluation Reinforces Educational Impact –  
A third-party evaluation conducted by Lesley University’s 
Program Evaluation and Research Group demonstrates that 
GMRI’s LabVenture! program is positively impacting science 
teaching and learning across Maine. 

Since 2006, more than 31,000 5th and 6th graders from every 
county in Maine have participated in LabVenture!. Feedback 
collected from a cross-section of participants reveals extraordinary 
value in the opportunity for hands-on, collaborative, student-
driven learning. Exposure to research scientists and the laboratory 
and tools also received high marks. A majority of teachers 
believed that students gained new investigative skills, increased 
their knowledge about the Gulf of Maine, and gained an interest 
in future science careers as a result of LabVenture!. 

This formal evaluation is an important step toward GMRI’s goal 
of transforming the science and career aspirations of Maine 
students. The results validate the extraordinary investment by 
numerous individuals, businesses, and foundations to make this  
program available free of charge. We now know LabVenture! 
fulfills our vision of piquing students’ interest in locally relevant 
science concepts, fostering their development of problem-solving 
skills, and connecting them with world-class scientists as career 
role models.

It is a way to engage students in science. Many students don’t 
like science before they attend but when they return 90% of them  
love science.”

Tidings is Now Available Online!
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 or (207) 228-1622.

Education

(My students had) energy, enthusiasm, a high level of 
excitement and focus! They universally loved touching and 
examining the fish specimen. They had the feeling of being 
scientists.”

“Our students would not have the opportunity to visit such a 
center in our rural area. To get this type of hands-on experience 
with such technology is such an amazing opportunity for them. 
There is no way to duplicate what the center has to offer in  
our classroom.”

“Special needs students had a chance to shine.”
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